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PRAYER OF CONSECRATION TO CHRIST THE KING 

 

O Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, before You I kneel in       

homage and adoration. To You, O Sovereign Lord, do I, Your 

faithful servant, pledge my obedience and service. I promise to 

do all in my power  to strive and to labor diligently, to the best 

of my ability, for the triumph of God and Your Holy Church. I 

offer You my life and my poor service so that all people        

everywhere may acknowledge Your  sacred kingship and the 

sovereignty of Your Kingdom, which has been begun upon the 

earth. Through my feeble efforts may Your peace and truth, 

which is from everlasting to everlasting, be established and 

reign throughout the earth and the whole universe. Amen. 
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The Theological Virtues 
 

Faith 
Hope 

Charity (Love) 
 
 

The Chivalric Virtues 
 

Faith 
Hope 

Charity 
Justice 

Sagacity (Discernment/Sound Judgment) 
Prudence (Discretion) 

Temperance (Restraint) 
Resolve (Determination) 

Fortitude (Courage) 
Honesty 

Generosity 
Diligence 
Humility 

Honor 
Valor 

Bravery 
Loyalty 

Obedience 
Integrity 

Faithfulness 
Piety 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Code of Chivalry 

Of  

The Sovereign Military Order of Christ the King 

 

Principles of Knightly Conduct 

 

 

Members of the  Sovereign Military Order of Christ the King solemnly 

profess before the God to live faithfully and diligently the virtues of 

courtesy, honesty, valor, honor, generosity, excellence,  courage, loyalty 

and purity. The following are the principles of conduct required of all 

knights of the order. 

 

Courtesy 

 

To a Knight of the Sovereign Military Order of Christ the King,        

courtesy involves more than following rules of etiquette. It is also an 

attitude, a way of presenting himself to the world. A Knight of the    

Sovereign Military Order of Christ the King carries himself proudly, 

maintains self-control, and accepts ill-mannered behavior with grace. 

He follows social customs to the best of his ability. He is polite and    

deferential to clergy, family and friends as well as to strangers. 

 

A Knight of the Sovereign Military Order of Christ the King always           

considers the feelings of others and takes care not to offend them. He 

always demonstrates proper manners (saluting hierarchy and clergy 

and kissing their right hand, shaking hands with friends, expressing 

gratitude for a kindness or favor) and keeps himself immaculately 

groomed (bathing regularly and wearing clean clothes). Knights of the 

Order speak tactfully, clearly, and kindly. A Knight never knowingly or 

intentionally insults or slanders another person, even his greatest      

enemy. Knights of the Order never use profane or vulgar language    

either in private or public conversation. If others engage in insults or 

slander or use profane or vulgar language, the Knight walks away. 
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Knights of the Sovereign Military Order of Christ the King always     

behave with dignity and decorum. A Knight refrains from emotional 

outbursts, excessive eating and drinking, smoking, foul language, and 

other boorish acts. 

 

Knights of the Order are always courteous and respectful of their      

superiors, elders and women. Knights will always address men as “Sir” 

and women as “Maam.”  

 

Honesty 

 

A Knight of the Order always tells the truth as he knows it. He may      

decline or withhold information as appropriate to a given situation or 

circumstance, but he will never intentionally mislead anyone or lie, 

even to his enemies. A Knight may ask permission not to answer a    

direct question, but if pressed, will always tell the truth. (However, he 

may frame his answer so as not to betray a confidence or reveal         

confidential or proprietary information, especially that which concerns 

the integrity, security and well-being of the Church). 

 

A Knight of the Order does not make promises lightly, but once he 

gives his word, he always keeps it. As a marriage vow is a sacred        

life-long promise and a holy sacrament, a Knight cannot ever consider a 

divorce. The only exception to this prohibition is if the spouse  commits 

an act of adultery; abandonment; domestic violence, including rape or 

physical, mental or emotional abuse; or suffers from an addiction from 

which help is refused. In such instances, divorce is permitted, with the 

prior approval and blessing of the Prefect of the Order and one’s      

bishop. 

 

Valor 

 

A Knight of the Sovereign Military Order of Christ the King         

demonstrates unyielding courage in the face of adversity. No danger is 

too great to prevent him fulfilling a promise or completing a mission. 

His commitment to God, to the precepts of the Gospel, and to the     
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The Sovereign Military Order of  Christ the King 
 

The Chivalric, Cardinal and Theological Virtues 
 
 
 

A Knight of the Sovereign Military Order of Christ the King is gov-
erned and ruled first and foremost by the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the 
example of His life, and the teachings and edicts of the Church. Com-
plementary to this is the importance of the chivalric, cardinal and theo-
logical       virtues, all of which flow from and are the fruits of the fore-
going. 
 
A Knight of the Order is expected to know each of the three                 
categories of virtues. Beyond the basic knowledge of them, Knights of 
the Order are expected to expend significant amount of their time in 
acquiring the virtues and perfecting them in their lives so that in all 
things, they may be living icons of Christ the Benevolent King before all 
people and the embodiment of all that the Church is and stands for. 
 
The Theological and Cardinal Virtues are the foundation upon which 
the Chivalric Virtues of the Sovereign Military Order of Christ the King 
are based. Their importance and significance, therefore, cannot be      
underestimated or taken for granted. Because of their singular            
importance and significance, they are incorporated into the Chivalric 
Virtues of the Order. 
 
All Knights of the Order are expected to commit the Chivalric, Cardinal 
and Theological virtues to memory and be able to enunciate them on 
demand. 
 
 
 

The Cardinal Virtues 
 

Prudence 
Justice 

Fortitude (Courage) 
Temperance (Restraint) 
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A true Knight will attend Divine Liturgy or Mass at least once a 
week in their home parish. In addition, Knights of the Order 
must attend Mass or Divine Liturgy, as appropriate to their rite, 
as a community, at the Order’s Garrison at least once a month. 
If a Knight’s work responsibilities prevent him from attending 
Divine Liturgy or Mass on the Lord’s Day, then he shall be    
excused from his obligation by the Prefect Apostolic but shall 
make every effort to attend Divine Liturgy or Mass or Matins 
and Vespers at some other time during the course of the week. 

 
A true Knight will attempt to keep the prescribed periods of fasting 

and abstinence as prescribed by his Particular Church. 
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teachings of the Church are stronger than his fear of pain, hardship, or 

even death. A Knight’s valor is particularly evident in the field and on 

the battlefield. He regards war as a noble enterprise and combat as an 

opportunity to glorify both his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and his   

patron, the Church. 

 

A Knight attacks an enemy without hesitation, continuing to fight until 

the enemy withdraws or is defeated. This may not always entail       

physical hand-to-hand combat but may involve battles of ideologies. In 

these, a Knight must be thoroughly and expertly trained in areas such as 

theology, bioethics, canon law, civil law, etc. No warrior will ever enter 

a battlefield unprepared and without the proper training. So it is as well 

for a Knight of the Sovereign Military Order of Christ the King. 

 

Honor 

 

A Knight of the Order always conducts himself with integrity,           

regardless of the circumstances. He believes in a morally sound manner 

even when he is by himself or when no one else will know of his       

actions. It is an admirable act to comfort a dying friend, but an act of 

honor to comfort a dying enemy. 

 

A Knight of the Order shows mercy to the repentant, and refuses to   

inflict undue suffering, even in the vilest evildoer. Knights of the Order 

accept all challenges to fight given by those of comparable status and 

power. A challenge from someone who is arrogant or drunk or ignorant 

will always go unheeded. 

 

A Knight of the Sovereign Military Order of Christ the King will die 

before compromising his principles, betraying the Faith or the Church, 

or abandoning a protected charge.  

 

A Knight obeys all just and lawful orders of his superiors without      

hesitation or question. An order that is considered unjust or illegal may 

be challenged without consequence. 
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Generosity 

 

A Knight of the Order gladly shares his funds and possessions with  

anyone in need. He will give his last bit of food to a hungry person, 

even if he must go without food. If he encounters a person without a 

coat, he will give his own, even if he has to venture in the cold himself. 

 

A Knight of the Sovereign Military Order of Christ the King is generous 

of spirit, always willing to lend an ear to someone in trouble or 

acknowledge a friend’s accomplishments with lavish praise. 

 

Piety 

 

A Knight of the Sovereign Military Order of Christ the King is a faithful 

member in good standing with the Church. That is to say he is actively      

involved in the life and work of his parish and his respective particular 

Church (archdiocese or diocese) and fulfills his obligations to the same. 

He regularly receives the Holy Mysteries (Sacraments), financially    

supports his parish and archdiocese or diocese, and participates        

actively and eagerly in the apostolic and evangelical work of the 

Church. He regularly attends divine services, particularly the Divine 

Liturgy or Mass and shows due reverence and respect for the things of 

God. He is, at all times, a Defender of the Faith and of the Church and 

will gladly and willingly lay down his life for them. He is a sworn    

defender of the honor of God, of Christ, and of the Church. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Every Knight of the Sovereign Military Order of Christ the King is to         

remember that he is a soldier of God, an honorable warrior whose life is 

to emulate that of his King and Master, the Lord Jesus Christ, Who is 

Sovereign Ruler of Heaven and earth and of all mankind. “For Jesus 

Christ reigns over the minds of individuals by His teachings, in their 

hearts by His love,  and in each one’s life by the living according to His 

law and the imitating of His example.” (Pope Pius XI) 
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A Knight of the Order is Just 
 

A true Knight shall not value himself above others or feel that he 
should be singled out for special attention or treatment. 

 
A true Knight shall refrain from judging others based on outward 

appearances or characteristics. 
 
A true Knight shall treat all people with fairness and honesty,     

regardless of their station in life. 
 
A true Knight shall, when asked to, mediate a dispute between two 

Knights, judge fairly, honestly and without malice, taking into 
consideration the effects of his decision on his fellow knights 
and the Order. 

 
A true Knight, if called upon to discipline a brother Knight, shall 

impose and carry out the prescribed penalty or punishment 
without malice and without the intent to inflict irreparable 
physical, mental, emotional or spiritual damage or harm to his 
brother Knight. The application of any physical punishment or 
disciplinary action shall always be done with fairness. 

 
 
A Knight of the Order is Pious 
 

A true Knight is always respectful of the clergy. He shall honor and 
respect the office of the man who holds it, regardless of what he 
may think of the man personally. At the same times A Knight 
will never allow any clergyman of the Church to bring          
dishonor, shame or scandal to the Church. In his role as        
defender of the Church, a true Knight, if he becomes aware of 
any misconduct on the part of any bishop, priest or deacon of 
the Church shall bring the matter to the attention of the         
individual and to the Prefect Apostolic of the Order. 

 
A true Knight will regularly receive the Holy Mysteries 

(Sacraments) of the Church. Knights of the Order are required 
to receive the Sacrament of Confession and Reconciliation at 
least once a month.  
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detriment to the Order. 
 
A true Knight shall live his life in a manner that always gives glory 

to God. 
 
A true Knight will always treat his body with respect, remembering 

at all times that it is a gift from God and the Temple of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 
A true Knight will not drink excessively, will not smoke (an         

occasional cigar or pipe is acceptable) and will not use drugs. 
 
 
A Knight of the Order is Wise 
 

A true Knight shall endeavor to use the tenets of the Order and the 
teachings of the Church to prevent foolish actions and           
behavior. 

 
A true Knight shall always remember the two principal tenets of 

the Order, “Do unto others as you would have them do unto 
you” and “Think twice before speaking once” as the basis for 
all his dealings with others. 

 
A true Knight shall always attempt to apply practical knowledge to 

all of the situations he faces. 
 
 
A Knight of the Order is Courteous 
 

A true Knight shall always take the time to display those courtesies 
which we are all entitled to as children of God, remembering 
that familiarity does not serve as an exception. 

 
A true Knight shall always attempt to make others feel welcome 

and appreciated when visiting the Order’s Garrisons and   
Houses or in their own homes. 

 
A true Knight shall be patient and understanding when working 

with a younger Knight or Squire. 
 
A true Knight shall respect the fact that others have their own   

opinions, and not require them to adopt his own. 
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The Sovereign Military Order of  Christ the King 
 

A Knight’s Personal Characteristics and Attributes 

 
 
A Knight of the Order is Honorable 
 

A true Knight must accept responsibility for the one thing that is 
within his control: himself. 

 
A true Knight must never speak harshly or critically of a Brother, 

unless it is in private and tempered with the love we have for 
each other. If a Knight must be corrected, it should be done in 
charity and with the intent to correct and make the Brother a 
better Knight. 

 
A Knight must always accept responsibility for and take ownership 

of his actions, including his mistakes and misdeeds. 
 
A true Knight must always rely on his instincts and those lessons 

taught to him throughout the course of his knightly career 
when deciding right from wrong. 

 
 
A Knight of the Order Shows Excellence 
 

A true Knight must commit to excellence and seek the highest level 
of excellence in all aspects of his life. 

 
A true Knight must always excel in his education, putting forth his 

best effort in all his studies. 
 
A true Knight must always excel in bearing, keeping his attitude 

and conduct above reproach at all times. Knights should      
always be aware that it is through their bearing and conduct 
that the Order will be judged by outsiders. 

 
 
A Knight of the Order Has Courage 
 

A true Knight must have the courage to stand up for those          
principles which he believes are right, especially in the         
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presence of those who oppose the cardinal virtues of the Order 
and the doctrines and teachings of the Church. 

 
A true Knight is never afraid to defend their own rights and those 

of others, so long as they are in conformance with Gospel of 
Jesus Christ as interpreted, understood and taught by the 
Church. 

 
A true Knight shall always stand to defend the rights of the weak, 

the oppressed, and the persecuted. 
 
 
A Knight of the Order is Loyal 
 

A true Knight shall always remain loyal to the Order, to the      
Archbishop Prefect, and to his own Diocesan Bishop. 

 
A true Knight shall always remain loyal and faithful to the Church. 
 
A true Knight shall, at all times, remain loyal to his brothers. 

 
 
A Knight of the Order is Generous 
 

A true Knight shall be generous with his time, talent and treasure, 
putting them at the service of the Order and of the Church for 
the building up of both and the ennoblement of mankind. 

 
A true Knight is generous with his time, always endeavoring to 

share his knowledge, expertise and experience with the     
younger Knights. 

 
A true Knight shall always offer to help and assist whenever and 

wherever the need should require it. 
 
A true Knight shall demonstrate his generosity anonymously and 

by example, always placing the needs of others before his own. 
 
 
A Knight of the Order is Well-Spoken and Well-Educated 
 

A true Knight shall not engage in vulgarity or profanity or any kind 
of obscenity. 
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A true Knight will always speak properly, clearly and succinctly. 
 
A true Knight shall be well-educated, being versed in one or more 

subjects pertaining to art, literature, history, language, music, 
theology, philosophy, anti-terrorism, cyber-security, etc. 

 
A true Knight must speak at least one foreign language. If the 

Knight’s primary language is English, he shall speak at least 
one foreign language. If the Knight is not American or English 
in origin, he must be able to speak fluently and understand 
clearly the English language. 

 
A true Knight will be thoroughly knowledgeable about the Order 

and will speak intelligently and coherently about it, taking care 
not to disclose any confidential or proprietary information. 

 
 
A Knight of the Order is Discreet 
 

A true Knight shall maintain all confidences reposed in him. 
 
A true Knight shall not engage in any conversation that demeans 

and woman in particular, or women in general. 
 
A true Knight shall keep to himself those things which are seen but 

which may cause physical, mental, emotional or spiritual harm 
to another. He may only confide these things to the Prefect, the 
Order Chaplain or to his Spiritual Father/Confessor. 

 
A true Knight shall keep his relationship with his lady private, and 

not hold their relationship up to public ridicule or scandal. 
 
A true Knight, if unmarried, shall not engage in promiscuous or 

illicit sexual activity. 
 
 
A Knight of the Order is Pure 
 

A true Knight shall in no wise conduct himself in such manner that 
would bring scandal, shame or embarrassment to the Order. 

 
A true knight shall not consume anything that hinders his fighting 

ability or thinking ability to the point of being useless or a     


