
 

 
 
 
A Word on Our Ecclesial Status 
 
As our Church has become more visible in recent weeks, questions have arisen regarding 
our ecclesial status, our historical roots, and our relationship to the wider Orthodox 
Catholic world. Some of these questions are sincere and thoughtful; others reflect 
confusion created by the complexity of Orthodox life in the modern diaspora, and still 
others have been cruel and mean-spirited. I offer this word not to engage in controversy 
or polemic, but to provide clarity with honesty, restraint, and pastoral care. 
 
The Italo-Greek Orthodox Church (also known as the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox 
Catholic Church or the Italo-Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church) is not a recent 
invention, nor a movement created in reaction to contemporary disputes. Our historical 
Mother Church is the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, to which the Italo-
Greek Church was formally transferred in the late eighth century. Prior to that time, the 
Italo-Greek Church lived for centuries within the jurisdiction of the Patriarchate of Rome, 
during a period when the Church of Rome and the Church of Constantinople remained 
in full ecclesial communion. Our history, therefore, predates later divisions and reflects 
the shared life of the undivided Church. 
 
We remain deeply conscious of this history. For that reason, we continue to regard the 
Ecumenical Patriarch as our Patriarch and Father, and we commemorate him in our 
Divine Services. We do so not as a political gesture, nor as an act of defiance, but as an 
expression of filial reverence and historical continuity. Even though the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate does not at present recognize us as a daughter Church of Constantinople, we 
have never renounced our relationship to the Great Church, nor have we severed 
ourselves from her memory, authority, or spiritual legacy. 
 
It is important to clarify that we are not an “Old Calendar” Church as that term is 
commonly understood. We simply use the Julian Calendar, as many Orthodox Catholic 



Churches continue to do. Calendar usage, in itself, is a matter of liturgical discipline, not 
dogma, and it should not be used as a shorthand marker for ecclesial identity or 
theological posture. 
 
We have never proclaimed ourselves an autocephalous Church, nor do we consider 
ourselves to be one. We are self-governing by necessity, not by ideological preference. 
Our current status reflects the unresolved and widely acknowledged canonical 
irregularities of Orthodox Catholic life in the United States and Canada, where 
overlapping jurisdictions and competing claims continue to exist. Our self-governance is 
provisional, pastoral, and restrained, not triumphalist. 
 
Within this context, we also commemorate His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon, Primate 
of the Orthodox Church in America (the “OCA”), immediately after the Ecumenical 
Patriarch in our liturgical prayers. We do so because we recognize the Orthodox Church 
in America as the autocephalous Orthodox Church on this continent, even while 
acknowledging that its autocephaly remains, at present, imperfectly received throughout 
the Orthodox Catholic world. For this reason, we consider our communities to exist on 
the canonical territory of the OCA, and it is precisely for this reason—not in spite of it—
that we commemorate her Primate. 
 
I wish to state this plainly: if the autocephaly of the Orthodox Church in America were 
fully realized and universally lived, I would instruct our communities to enter the 
territorial dioceses of the OCA without hesitation. Until such time as the Orthodox 
Church in America is able to exercise her autocephaly fully and without constraint, we 
remain as we are—faithful, patient, and hopeful. 
 
It is also important to state clearly how we understand our pastoral mission and how we 
conduct ourselves within the broader Orthodox Catholic landscape. The Italo-Greek 
Orthodox Church does not engage in what is often described as “sheep-stealing.” We do 
not seek out, either directly or indirectly, the faithful of other Orthodox Catholic 
jurisdictions, nor do we establish communities for the purpose of drawing people away 
from existing parishes. Our mission is not competitive, nor is it expansionist in the 
ordinary sense. 
 
For this reason, we do not actively seek to plant missions in cities where the Orthodox 
Church in America already has an established presence. Where Italo-Greek Orthodox 
congregations exist in such locations, they did not arise from proselytism or recruitment, 
but from groups of Sicilian or Italian faithful who themselves approached us, expressing 
a historical, cultural, spiritual, or familial attachment to the Italo-Greek Church and its 
tradition. 
 
The purpose and mission of the Italo-Greek Orthodox Church is specific and focused. We 
exist to maintain, preserve, and perpetuate the ancient Italo-Greek Church of Sicily and 



Southern Italy, and to serve as a pastoral and spiritual home for those of Sicilian and 
Italian heritage who either know of, or have rediscovered, their Byzantine Orthodox 
roots. In this sense, we do not understand ourselves as a competing jurisdiction, but as a 
portal of return—offering continuity of worship, memory, and spiritual inheritance. 
 
When groups of Sicilian or Italian faithful come to us requesting the establishment of a 
community rooted in the Italo-Greek tradition, and when they meet the necessary 
pastoral and ecclesial requirements, we may accommodate that request—even in 
geographic areas where another Orthodox parish already exists. This is done not in 
opposition to anyone, but out of pastoral responsibility toward a particular people and 
tradition entrusted to our care. 
 
Historically, while the Italo-Greek Church included significant populations of ethnic 
Greeks in Sicily and Southern Italy—regions long known as Magna Graecia—its focus 
shifted decisively after the fall of Constantinople in 1453. From that period onward, the 
primary mission of the Italo-Greek Church became the evangelization and pastoral care 
of the native Sicilian and Italian population. That historical reality continues to shape our 
identity and purpose today. 
 
For these reasons, we do not accept the charge that we are “schismatic.” Schism implies 
a willful separation from the Church. We have done no such thing. We have not 
repudiated our Mother Church; we honor her and love her. We have not declared 
independence; we have resisted it. We have not rejected communion; we continue to seek 
ordered and healed ecclesial life. Our posture has been one of restraint, not rebellion. 
 
Since 1998, we have made repeated efforts to regularize our status through appropriate 
ecclesial channels. Most recently, in 2022, a formal petition was submitted to the 
Canonical Committee of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United 
States. I do not wish to speak further on that process here, nor to place any ecclesial body 
in a negative light. I mention it only to state a fact: we have sought dialogue, not 
confrontation; recognition, not defiance; communion, not separation; fraternity, not 
isolation. 
 
This word is not offered to settle every question or silence every critic. It is offered to care 
for the faithful, to speak honestly to those who are seeking, to enlighten those who are 
questioning or concerned, and to affirm our commitment to Orthodox Catholic unity, 
good order, and ecclesial responsibility. My task as a bishop is not to win arguments, but 
to guard the flock entrusted to me and to bear faithful witness to Christ within the 
concrete historical circumstances in which we live. 
 
I remain committed to that calling, trusting that God, who sees the heart, will judge all 
things in His time and lead His Church where He wills. 
 



It is my wish and my fervent prayer that we may all be one and that one day the Italo-
Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church may be welcomed into full ecclesial 
communion with its sister Orthodox Catholic Churches. 
 
With a shepherd’s care and a bishop’s responsibility, 
 
+Archbishop Stephen 
 
 

 
 
 


